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Building Area: (sf)

24,000 s.f.

Cost per Square Foot: 

260 p.s.f.

Construction Cost

Withheld by request

Date of Completion:

2010

Program Summary:
Christchurch is located on a 15 acre site in East Montgomery. The
program called for new worship, fellowship, education, youth,
administration, dining and kitchen facilities.

Program Statement:
Although the campus is new, the goal was to give it a timeless
presence. The building was sited with the entrance and parking on
the interior of the property so that the structure would complement
its bucolic setting. Steeply pitched rooflines, mortar washed brick
and gothic details reference traditional Anglican Church
architecture. A central courtyard with fountain and cloistered
walkway forms the core of the complex.

The building includes a 450 seat worship space, parish hall,
classrooms, nursery, youth center, columbarium, kitchen, and
support spaces. Administrative offices and classrooms are housed in
the existing 7,000 s.f. house that was renovated from a single
family occupancy.

Localized, highly efficient AC systems, lighting with dimming and
centralized controls, water efficient toilets, and locally fabricated
wood trusses, glue-lams and structural wood roof decks were
incorporated as sustainable design elements. An abundance of
glazing allows most rooms to be used without lighting during the
daytime.

The landscape design by Cole & Cole utilizes mature, native trees
and shrubs requiring no watering after the planting has become
established. Grass seed was used instead of sod, further minimizing
the need for irrigation.
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The building was sited on the 
15 acre parcel with the 
entrance and parking on the 
interior of the property so 
that the structure would 
compliment its bucolic 
setting.

The approach from Vaughn 
Road begins on a tree-lined 
drive that is centered on the 
20’ high altar window. The 
drive then compresses to the 
side and once again opens 
to a large arrival court.

Because the Church 
accessible and viewed from 
all sides, the kitchen and 
service areas are 
incorporated at the end of 
the education building. The 
receiving and equipment 
areas are concealed behind 
gated, pierced brick walls.

Administrative offices and 
classrooms are housed in 
the existing 7,000 s.f. house 
that was renovated from a 
single family occupancy. 
This house was the only 
structure on the residential 
property when it was 
purchased by the Church. 
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The 450 seat worship 
building and parish hall 
building form cruciform 
shapes.

The pews radiate around the 
Chancel which forms the 
core of the worship space.

The worship and parish hall 
building are organized 
around a central cloistered 
courtyard with fountain and 
columbarium, providing an 
intimate outdoor communal 
area.

An axis through the core of 
the education building 
terminates in the west 
transept window.

The parish hall seats 250 for 
assembly and 160 for dining.

Classrooms, upper 
kitchen/café, youth worship 
and choir room are located 
on the second floor.
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The approach view as seen 
from Vaughn Road. 

The steeply pitched rooflines 
and  mortar washed brick 
compliment the park-like 
setting and reflect the 
Anglican architectural 
heritage.  One of the tenets 
of the design mandated by 
the church was to 
incorporate the historic 
references into the 
architecture.

The steeple was designed by 
Cole & Cole.



T23.05
The entrance to the Church 
as seen from the interior of 
the property.

To keep the project in budget, 
a post-tensioned slab (for 
very poor soil), mortar-
washed common brick, 
aluminum clad windows in 
tracery patterns and asphalt 
shingles were incorporated. 
Covered walkways are 
constructed with 
dimensional Cypress and 
aggregate concrete. 

The landscape design 
complements the building 
design and was chosen for 
its  ability to thrive in this 
climate with minimal to no 
irrigation.
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A view of the narthex with 
slate flooring, beamed 
ceilings and gothic arches.
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A view of the worship space 
as seen from the balcony. 

The repetition of Gothic 
lanterns, stained oak pews, 
scissor trusses, grooved 
wood ceilings and paneled 
arched openings provide a 
unique rhythm.

The chancel, altar and an 8’ 
high suspended cross form 
the core of the space.

Glue Lam trusses and a T&G 
roof deck are used for the 
roof structure. Nail base 
insulation above provides a 
very efficient envelope 
strategy. 

A post-tensioned concrete 
foundation was required for 
unsuitable soil conditions. 
Because there was no attic 
or crawl space, cavities 
were designed above the 
aisles and surrounding the 
chancel to accommodate 
the electrical, HVAC, 
sprinkler and AV systems.

The audio visual system 
includes 16 concealed 
speakers, 2 concealed 
subwoofers, concealed rear 
projection video with 20’ 
high drop down screen and 
concealed cameras for 
simulcast in the parish hall.
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A view from the chancel to 
the nave with cast iron 
communion rail in the 
foreground.

Slate flooring provides a 
timeless feel while concealed 
cove lighting illuminates the 
locally fabricated pine 
trusses and roof deck.

The repetition of Gothic 
arches framed by wood 
trusses helps to reduce the 
scale of the 40’ high space.

Because of acoustical 
reverberation issues, the 
walls were designed with 
fabric faced  acoustical 
sheets framed with wood 
paneling. The speakers and 
other AV systems are 
concealed behind the panels.

The cantilevered balcony 
houses the sound and 
lighting stations.
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A view of the cloistered 
courtyard with fountain.

Stained cypress columns, 
mortar washed arched 
openings and linear lighting 
create an interesting 
rhythm.
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A view of the covered drop-
off area at the parish hall. 

The buttresses  are 
structural to allow the 
walls to be punctuated with 
multiple openings for 
daylight and connectivity to 
the outdoor spaces and 
views of the expansive 
property.

The rhythm of the repeating 
dormers  balances the large 
lower openings with ethereal 
overhead daylighting and a 
feeling of openess. 
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A view of the parish hall 
looking toward the 18’ 
tracery window. 

Buff colored tile, beamed, 
paneled ceilings and 8’ 
gothic chandeliers add 
warmth and scale to the 
vaulted space.
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A view of the café and 
upper kitchen with youth 
worship center in the 
distance. The second floor 
utilizes an open floor plan 
to allow  for multipurpose 
usage. The ceilings vault to 
14’.
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