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Building Area: (sf)

66,875 sf

Cost per Square Foot: 

$162.50

Construction Cost

$ 10.8M

Date of Completion:

November 2010

Program Summary:
To design a space where the Alabama Industrial Development Training 
department can train workers for the ship building industry. 

Program Statement:

In a highly visible location off Hwy 90 as you enter/exit the causeway, the 

Maritime Training Center design celebrates and broadcasts Mobile’s port 

history.  It resembles a loaded container ship including a gangway entry, 

wooden beam-like walls, and a screen partition that mimics the bow of a 

ship with a water marker. Critical to the design is its coastal location in 

a flood zone, and on a site where a majority is wetlands, the location and 

shape on site was crucial. The design incorporates nautical and 

shipbuilding aesthetics including: cargo container imagery, formed wood 

textured concrete walls and a mast and flagpole cast into the elevation 

implying the control deck of a ship. The overall length is based on the 

length of a smaller container ships.

The interior includes second story classrooms overlooking a high bay open 

floor, main industrial space.  It is not your typical classroom with a two-

story, hands on environment with electrical and computer labs and 

welding shops, and with interior and exterior learning environments.  All 

critical offices, electrical, equipment and training rooms when possible 

were located on the second floor above typical flood stage due to 

Mobile’s coastal location in hurricane and flood zones.  This will 

minimize damage and allow for quicker recovery and clean up due to 

natural disasters.

AIDT provides job specific, pre-employment and on-the-job training as a 

way of recruiting industries to the state. That function takes up half of the 

site with the other half allotted to the AUSTAL Corp. for ship 

construction. 
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First and Second floor 
plans
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Site plan
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Rendering development of 
the overall scheme.  
Shipping containers and  
the curved screen wall 
mimicking the curved bow 
of a ship in the water 
bisects the building from 
one end to the other and 
screens the lay down 
yards on either end from 
public view of the 
interstate, highways and 
Mobile Bay. 
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Exterior main view facing 
Mobile Bay and adjacent 
to Interstate 10 and 
Highway 90 showing the 
curved screen wall that 
has the curved form of 
the bow of a ship and 
slices through the 
building from one end to 
the other. The screen wall 
shields the view of the lay 
down yards from the 
major public views.
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Exterior of building 
design merging iconic 
cargo containers of the 
modern shipping industry, 
concrete with wooden 
impressions reflecting 
wooden planks used in 
early ship building and 
red anodized metal panels 
with a wood grain 
pattern. Each element ties 
into the ship building 
industry of different eras.
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Exterior of Building, 
adjacent to Interstate 10 
and Highway 90 showing 
the curved screen wall 
reflecting the bow of a 
ship, the water elevation 
marks on the screen wall, 
the flag and mast, and  
the gangplank entry to 
the second floor.  
Finished spaces of the 
building were located on 
the second floor because 
of the building’s location 
on the coast in a 
hurricane flood zone. The 
second floor’s elevation 
above typical flood stage 
will minimize damage to 
the building’s critical 
components in the event 
of hurricane swells from 
Mobile Bay.
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The Center resembles a 
loaded container ship 
including a gangway 
entry and compound 
curve screen wall 
mimicking the curved bow 
of a ship as it sits in the 
water.  The corrugated 
horizontal lines of the 
perforated screen wall 
continue the horizontal 
lines of the formed 
concrete and the wooden 
slats on the exterior.
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The design incorporates 
nautical and shipbuilding 
aesthetics including: 
gangplank entry, 
concrete textured to look 
like wood grain 
(reminiscent of old 
wooden ships) and a mast 
and flagpole cast into the 
elevation implying the 
location of a control 
deck of a ship.
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Interior reception and 
admin area brings in 
natural day light into the 
lobby, views of Mobile Bay 
from its second floor 
location and views of the 
high bay training areas.  
Wooden slats from the 
exterior are brought into 
the interior elements of 
the reception desk.
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High Bay work area 
houses a large crane 
which operates from one 
end to the other for 
loading and assembling 
of large parts. On both 
side of the high bay area 
are low bay areas for 
smaller part assembly and 
welding work stations.

Traditional colors used in 
maritime flags and 
fashion of blue, white and 
yellow are carried into 
the high bay / low bay 
work areas. The use of 
these colors in the 
industrial areas 
emphasizes their nautical 
association. Along with 
red and black these are 
the only colors used in 
maritime flags because of 
their high visibility at sea.
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Work floor and 
classrooms of the 
training side also use the 
same color themes of blue, 
white and yellow.  Red 
from the exterior’s 
anodized metal panels are 
also visible when the bay 
doors are open to the lay 
down yard.  All five 
nautical colors are used 
in the space. 
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The maritime theme is 
reflected throughout the 
building’s design.  From its 
major forms to the minor 
details of the finishes.  Its 
modern shape is built on 
the historical details of 
the concrete formed 
wooden planks. Both in 
color and form the 
building reflects the 
maritime tradition it is 
built to foster.



Project Name:

The Maritime Training Center

Project Location:

Mobile, AL

Owner/Client:

Alabama Industrial Development Training 
(AIDT), Ed Castile

Architect(s) of Record:
(names and addresses)

Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, Inc.
2660 EastChase Lane, Suite 200
Montgomery, AL 36117

Project Team:

Bill Wallace, AIA, Principal in Charge
Dan Woods, AIA, Project Architect
Scott Steen, AIA, LEED AP, Architect

Landscape Architect:

Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, 
Montgomery

Consultants:
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT, Goodwyn, Mills 
and Cawood, Montgomery, Steve Pendley
CIVIL ENGINEER, Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, 
Montgomery, Cedric Campbell, PE
ENVIRONMENTAL, Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood, 
Montgomery,  Jymalyn Redmond
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER, MBA Structural 
Engineers, Inc., Tripp Lindsey, PE
MEP ENGINEER, HM Yonge & Associates Inc. 
Howard M. Yonge. PE

General Contractor:

J.C. Duke & Associates
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Project Identification 
Slide

This slide will not be seen 
by the judges.  It replaces 
what in past years has 
been in the sealed 
envelope.

Please fill out the 
information requested to 
the left.  As with other 
slides please set the 
correct Entry Number 
above; OK to leave slide# 
as “x”

Some of this information 
will be added to the slides 
when used for the Honor 
Awards Presentation at 
the Awards Gala.

Note: on this slide if you 
run out of space please 
adjust font size as 
necessary or move more 
information to the second 
column.

Please deliver your 
completed PowerPoint file 
to 260 Commerce Street, 
Suite 200, Montgomery, 
AL, 36104 on a CD. Also 
include this identification 
information in a sealed 
envelope bearing only the 
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