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Building Area: (sf)

N/A

Cost per Square Foot: 

N/A

Construction Cost

N/A

Date of Completion:

N/A

Program Statement – The existing Dexter Plaza complex encounters a
number of different urban circumstances within the city block it occupies.
Criticisms include the fact that it maintains a generally uniform façade, it is
inward facing, entry points are not clear, internal circulation is confusing,
and the building’s exterior is cold and hard with an uncomfortable
cantilever. Our research indicated the historic and civic importance of the
fountain Avenue grid. Internal site lines take advantage of the fountain
plaza in front of the building to be at least as significant to this central hinge
location within the urban grid as any of the buildings around it. It was
important that the Questplex structure provide clear connections to the
plaza and surrounding blocks to encourage activity and comfort of use.
We addressed varying urban scales and site lines, within and around the
block. Through its transparency, use of warmer materials, and more
appropriately defined volumes, the proposed structure relays a comfort
level to its occupants, neighboring street life, and neighboring structures
while at the same time generating a more evident civic prominence. At
the most prominent location the structure is shifted to better react to the
Dexter Avenue grid. Internal site lines take advantage of the fountain in the
plaza as a spatial reference for orientation.

Program Summary – Rework a uniform façade and interior circulation to 
allow an existing structure to better respond to its urban circumstances 
and offer identity to two prominent civic tenants. 
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Context  Analysis
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Massing  and Plan Study
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Defined Building Entrance
Dexter Avenue Elevation
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Dexter Avenue and Court 
Street Elevation Studies

Building components 
present various scales to 
respond to the urban and 
pedestrian context

Warmer materials and 
more detailed scale are 
associated with the 
pedestrian zones.

Differentiation of façade 
elements  reduces the 
building scale , relate to 
the new user functions, 
and recall the variations 
in previous building 
facades that once 
occupied the site.

New entrance is clearly 
defined and  axially 
connects to both interior 
rotunda, Lee and 
Montgomery Streets by use 
of transparent materials
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Dexter Entrance View

Soft and hardscaping 
create gathering and 
circulation zones. Traffic is  
separated from pedestrians 
by contained planting.

Outdoor café spaces are 
located in both covered and 
uncovered areas and give 
life to the streets and plaza.
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Dexter Avenue Perspective 
and Dexter Plaza at 
Night

View emphasizes 
importance of the 
fountain as Dexter 
Avenue terminus

Glazing allows fountain 
to be framed with minimal 
visual competition and 
reflects  the historic 
properties of Dexter 
Avenue

Glazing affords view 
back to Dexter Avenue

Reader board recalls the 
original use of Court 
Square as a place to 
receive and distribute 
news and information.
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Dexter Plaza at Night

Building possesses civic 
stature while still 
approachable.

Windows afford both 
views into and out of 
building

Windows give light and 
life back to plaza.

View emphasizes 
importance of the 
Fountain as Dexter 
Avenue terminus

Roof top terrace and 
library balconies afford 
views of special events 
and parades down Dexter 
Avenue and Commerce 
Street
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Montgomery Street, Court 
Street and Lee Street 
Elevation Studies

Materials, design whimsy, 
landscaping and signage 
soften existing hard wall 
construction.

Clearly defined entrance 
and transparency 
connect Montgomery 
Street entrance to 
rotunda.

Court Street amphitheater 
opens to Library and is in 
close proximity to Coffee 
Shop
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Lee Street Connection

Building entrance 
provides visual 
connection to Fountain 
at Court Square and 
Dexter Avenue.

Court provides safe 
collection point for 
children departing and 
boarding buses and other 
group functions.

Glazed splayed wall helps 
to relieve compression of  
exterior space, reflects 
historic  brick wall and 
directs visitors to the 
Rotunda
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Court Street 
Amphitheater, Pocket Park 
and View to Commerce 
Street

Park  is located in quiet 
zone adjacent  to library 
interior atrium and 
reading zones

Sculpture enriches park 
and connects exhibit and 
kinetic art possibilities 
with Children’s Museum
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Rotunda – Connects 
Interior Circulation and 
Brings Daylight to 
Building Core
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