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Building Area: (sf)

22,000 sq. ft. new

21,000 sq. ft. renovated

Cost per Square Foot: 

163 p.s.f

Construction Cost

Withheld per request

Date of Completion:

2007

Program Summary:
The St. John’s program called for renovation of two buildings and the 

addition of new education, administration, classroom, kitchen and dining 

spaces.

Program Statement:
The addition and renovation to St. John’s Episcopal Church not only

provided its parishioners with new and updated facilities, it gave a renewed

sense of hope in the redevelopment of downtown by invigorating a historic,

integral city block with organization, unification and a feeling of

community spirit.

One of the oldest churches in Montgomery, the buildings at St. John’s include

the historic worship structure designed in 1855 by Wills and Dudley of New

York, an 1893 parish hall and a 1950’s education building.

By siting the new 22,000 s.f. building back from the worship structure, the

Church achieved its goal of creating an urban park for the City while

honoring the historic building. Gothic details and massing were

incorporated into the design to create a seamless transition between the old

and the new. The Church property was repurposed with new driveways,

parking and accessible entrances. Public and private outdoor spaces were

layered to provide an appropriate urban relationship between the built and

natural environment.

The restoration/renovation of the parish hall removed many layers of

outdated alterations. New wood flooring, re-proportioned openings and

gothic details combined to bring the historic structure back to its original

glory. Existing woodwork and materials were salvaged and reused.

Each structure had different construction methods and details. Plumbing,

HVAC and electrical systems were old and inefficient, and three water

meters serviced the property. New, highly efficient variable air volume
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The Church currently 
occupies a city block in 
downtown Montgomery. 
The land parcels had been 
acquired over time and 
consequently a large 
portion of the available 
space was not being used.  

The design “repurposes” the 
site with new driveways, 
parking, infrastructure 
and accessible entrances.

A Porte Cochere was 
added to allow covered, 
accessible entry to the 
worship building and 
parish hall.

The new 22,000 s.f. 
building is set back to 
honor the historic 
worship structure 
creating an urban park 
for city workers and 
dwellers.

The paving in the 
courtyard is a pattered 
labyrinth.

The project was phased to 
allow the Church’s 
ministries to continue 
without interruption.
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T21.03
The main level plan with new 
construction in beige and 
renovated space in gray.

The new building redirects 
the entrance to adjoin the 
new parking areas and 
provides needed classrooms, 
offices, choir room, indoor 
play yard, children’s worship 
and support spaces. 

A Porte Cochere was added 
to allow covered, accessible 
entry to the worship space 
and parish hall.  The 
outdated kitchen was 
converted to a dining area 
& serving room.

The existing education 
building was completely 
redesigned to incorporate a  
an administration/reception 
area, vaulted library and 
bookstore on the main level 
with choir suite, archives 
and youth spaces on the 
upper two levels.

An elevator located in the 
new building provides 
accessibility to the 2nd and 
3rd levels of the existing 
education building.

The 1855 worship space was 
not included in the scope of 
the work other than HVAC 
and audio visual upgrades.
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The north side of the new 
building with the worship 
structure and steeple in the 
background.

Similar massing and forms 
employed in the new 
structures  create continuity 
and unity within the church 
campus.
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The new Porte Cochere with 
accessible entry to the 
worship space and parish 
hall.

The ornamental ironwork 
was designed by Cole & 
Cole. 
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The Madison Avenue view of 
the new building with 
existing education and 
worship buildings in the 
background.

The use of open railings 
permits clear views into the 
gardens of the church 
property from downtown 
streets.
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A view of the courtyard 
with labyrinth. The garden 
axis terminates on a 
recessed niche.
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A view of the renovated 
parish hall. Many layers of 
outdated alterations were 
removed. Openings and 
lower level windows were 
re-proportioned. 

New finishes were added to 
include oak plank flooring 
and maple paneling with 
gothic detailing recalling 
details of the historic Nave 
building. Free-standing 
paneled screens provide 
separation at the existing 
west entrance.

Concealed cove lights and 
new bronze lanterns 
illuminate the vaulted 
ceilings.
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The existing gallery was 
opened and reconfigured to 
provide clear circulation 
between the worship space 
and parish hall.
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The vaulted library was 
created by using two floors 
of the existing education 
building.   Leaded glass 
doors were added to provide 
access to the courtyard 
beyond. 

Stained oak flooring and 
ceilings, gothic bookshelves 
and a carved limestone 
fireplace create an inviting 
environment.
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A view of the choir 
rehearsal room with 
ceilings that vault to 17’.



T21.12
One of the stairwells in the 
new building.  Ample 
daylight provides bright 
indoor environments and 
connectivity to the exterior.
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